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CRIMINAL LAW_- SHOULD I TALK TO POLICE OR DO AN INTERVIEW? 

The police can come up to you and talk to you and ask you questions at any time, just like anybody else in the 

community. However, you do not have to speak to them or answer all of their questions.  

There are some questions that you do have to answer, such as questions about your name or address if Police 

reasonably suspect that you have broken the law. If this is the case, Police must tell you that if you do not tell 

them these things then you may be committing an offence.  

There is no such thing as ‘off the record’ or ‘just between you and me’. Police may use anything you say to them, 

wherever you may be. It may later be used in Court or Police might use what you say to make a decision such as 

arresting you or searching you, your car or another place.  

You have the right to remain silent, this means that you do not have to speak to the Police or answer their 

questions unless it something such as your name and address like we wrote about above. There are some things 

that you do have to answer questions about, for example about a traffic crash you were involved in or saw.  

Sometimes Police will want you to come to the Police Station to do an Interview, they might ask you in person to 
come with them, you only must go with them if you are under arrest. If Police ask you to come down to the 

station for an interview, you should ask them if you are under arrest. If you are not under arrest, you do not have 

to go. Sometimes Police might call you to come down to the Station for an Interview at another time, you do not 

have to go.  

Police might try to convince you to come to the station for an interview, or to talk to them. Police might say 

things like “tell us your side of the story and that will be the end of it” or something similar. You need to be 
careful about deciding to do a Police interview as everything you say can be used in Court against you. You might 

be nervous in an interview and end up getting things wrong, misunderstanding questions or feeling pressured to 

answer a certain way and police do not have to tell you the truth about what they know about something they 

are investigating. Police interview people to get more evidence against them, doing an interview hardly ever 

helps you or changes whether Police charge you.  

If you tell Police, you are not doing an interview, they might say that you have to come with them to the station 
to say that on video or tape, you do not have to go with them to do that, although they might record what you  

say at the time or they may have you put that in writing. Again, you only must go with Police if you are under 

arrest.  

I f  you are unsure if you have to answer Police questions or do an interview, you have a right to speak to a 

Lawyer, which you should do.  

To make an appointment with the Legal Practitioner, call Disability Law Queensland on 3622 1250. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


